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I avoid; becauſe, I would not Diſpute with him for ſmall Matters, ut then be 
g, on. | | | 


Peace without Union. 


by way of Reply, to Sir H 
PEACE at HOME 


4 


Cannot without ſome Aſtoniſhment obſerve, that a Gentleman of ſuch 
Extraordinary Reading, maſter of fo much more than Ordinary Know- 
ledge, ſo much an Orator, and ſo much a Stateſman, as this Author, 
ſhould begin a Diſcourſe of ſo much Conſequence as this, with a Poſitive 
Aſſertion. for which there can be no manner of Foundation in Hiſtory. | 
At leaſt the general Practice of all Nations, both Antient and Modern, ever 

ſince there has been Diverſity of Religions in the World, ſtand directly con- 
trary to what this Gentleman has advanc'd; and I wiſh he had been pleas d to 


quote thoſe ſew Inſtances, which he can find in Story, to make out what he 
lays down.. 8 


All wiſe Nations in the World, ſays this Gentleman, have been convinc'd by 


5 Reaſon and Experience, and do. agree at this Day, and have for many Ages paſt, 
that there is an abſolute Neceſſity of an Hſtabliſb d Religion, and a National Church. 


This may have ſome Truth ip it, tho' not without juſt Exceptions, which 


- 


And that for the Peace and Welfare of every Government, it 1s alſo Neceſſary to 


- preſerve the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs in the Hands of Perſons of One, and 
- the ſame perſwation in Matters pf Religion, that there may be Unity, and Uniformi- 


ty in the Church and State. | : 
No Wonder, if from Premiſes ſo ill Grounded, wrong Concluſions are 


drawn. If all the Gentlemen in Kugland believ'd this to be true, they had the 


geateſt Reaſon in th: World ro Vote for a Bill, not only to prevent Occaſional 


Conformity of the Diſſenters, but abſolutely to Fore-clofe from any ſhare in the 
publick Adiuiniſtration, any one that had bur the leaſt Taint or Infection of 


Diſſ.nting Principles, that are, or had been Diſſenters, or were Fayourers of 
them. | | = | a 

What could the Diſſenters pretend to object againſt ſuch Proceedings, if it 
were to be proved they were abſolutely Neceſſary for the publick Peace, and 
for the general good of the Conſtitution; and that it was the Practice of all Na- 


tions in like Cales. 


No True Fng/ifh Repreſentative could ſatisſie themſelves, or Anſwer it to their 


Country, not to ſecure them in ſuch Caſes. It would be unreaſonable to Ex- 


pect, that we ſhould be made leſs Safe than other People, but if two Opini- 


? . ons in Matters of Religion be incompatible with the publick Adminiſtration; 
if "tis Neceſſary that they, who have the ſame Intereſt in the State, and the 


ſame cal for the Service of their Prince, * lame Love to their Country, 
| | muſt 


{$81 Peace without Union. 


muſt have the lame Opinion in Points of Religion, or that the leaſt Difference 
in Religious Matters, tho' in but indifferent Points of Ceremony and Diſci- 
pline, Mould ſo Marr and Spoil all the other Beauties of their Conduct, that 
they ſhould not bo fit to be Truſted or Employed ; if theſe Things are true, 
either from the Nature of the thing, or from the general Practice of all Ages; 
then a Bill of Excluſion of all Diſſenters with all dur Hearts. = 5 8 

Bur if upon Examination it ſhall appear, that this Maxim which ſtands as the 
Argument and Frontiſpiece of the whole Work, be ill Grounded. 

If it ſhall appear that in ſeveral Nations, and thoſe ſome of the wiſeſt in the 
World, che Adminiſtration of their publick Affairs has been frequently com- 
mitted to the general Care of all Sorts of the Subjccts, and able Miniſters of 
thoſe Nations, have been Employ'd without reſpec ir Opinions in Religi- 
on, and that᷑ ſome Princes have equally Truſted andEmploy'd P 29ple of differing 
Opinions in Religion, in the molt Secret and Ctiiical Parts of Government. 

If theſe Things appear, the Foundation of this fine Spun Trick of State muſt 
fall ro rhe Ground, and an Anſwer to this one Paragraph may very well paſs 
for a full Reply to the Book, ſince if the Doctrine be overthrown, the Uſes 
and Applicat: on fall of Courle ; as naturally as a Houſe will follow, when the j 
Foundation is undermin'd. 35 l ina 

Let us look a little into Hiſtory to find out the Truth of Fact, and tho' it 
would be too Remote to Examine the Roman Hiſto ies; yet 'tis not amils to 
obſerve, that we find the Chriſtians oſten times truſted in the Armies, and in 
the State, eſpecially in che Iurerval of erlecution, and afterwards in the Weſtern 
Empire; we find even Ju, the dh iu had ſeveral of his chief Captains in ] 
the Army that were Chriſlians, av ve lng e; cral Martyrs who were Officers | 
of the State, and in te amy; e 1 vic Legion of Chriſtians truſted 
with rhe Arms of the Commonwealth, tt 10 hey n=t only were Faithful | 
and Valiant Soldiers, but to the Glor o! 2) in Religion choſe rather | 
to Sacrifice their Lives for their Reign, i149 to defcud th mlelves againſt the a 

| 


Government which Employ'd them: And as this Loyalty of prihciple has not 
a little been boaſled of by tlic Advocater o a late abdicated Doctrine, calb'd, 0 
tho' wrongfully, Paſfive Obedience, it ſeemo ſtrange to me it Vc io toon be 0 
forgotten. © - 
But to go from theſe Ages of the World wiuch afford fo great a Variety of 
Example, that tis too much ro Tranſcribe, and for which I refer to the Hiſlo- ; 
rics of thole Days, which are very plain in the Cate. | 
Let us come to Examine the more Modern Example of the Chriſtian Princes [ 
and Nations, and as to their Wiſdom, III Icave that to the Cenſure of 
Sir ——— A ” OE. . | f 5 
Charles V. Emperor of German, may be allow d to be the firſt great Enemy of the 
Proteſtant Religion in Europe, he Perſecutec the Diſſenters in Bohemia and Saxony | 
with the utmoſt Severity, and yet both in H ma, Hungaria and 7; ranſilvanta 
at times of Peace, the Proteſtants were admitted to an equal Share in the 
Adminiſtration of Civil Aﬀaigs to the Government of Cities, and Command of 
Armies. BE | | | 7 
And as in this ſhort Tract, I cannot pretend to cite Perſons and particulras, 
I chooſe to refer my Reader to the ſeveral 'Hiſiorics of the Peace, made be- 
tween the ſaid Charles V. and his Syþjets of Bohemia, and between Fer- 
dinand King of Hungary, and afterwards Emperor, his Hungarian Subjects 
in both which Capitulations he ſhall find; as 1 doubt not our learned Author 
well knows, that the Proteſtant Subjects of both thoſe Kingdoms obtain'd as 
a reaſonable Conceſſion, the Governments of Provinces, their Places in the 
Councils of State, Aſſemblies of Burghers, and the like. | 
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To come a little nearer home, the Treaty of VMeſtphalia and Munſter, which 
are che Settlements on which the whole Liberty of Germany depends, the Foun- 
dation of the Order and Oeconomy of the Rowan Empire, and the Confirmation 
of the G.uiucn Bull, by this Treaty, the Proteſtant Princes and States are not 
only reſtored to the Government of themſelves, but to their due Intereſt in the 
Mutual Government of the general Body, they have their Seats and Suffrages 
in che Colle zes of Princes, and in the College of Electors; neither Peace nor 
War can be made without them, they make up the Imperial Diet, join in 
Councils, and join their Forces. The Grand Councils of the Empire are full of 

coteſtant Stateſmen, and all the Imperial Armies full of Proteſtant Officers; 
nay, ſometimes wholly Commanded by Proteſtant Generals. For I think tis 
generally obſery'd in thoſe Days, as well as now, that they were always wil- 
ling we ſhould fight for them, bur not willing we ſhould get by them. 

In ſeveral of the petty Governments and Principalities, where their Goyer- 
nours are Elective, the Conſtitution is ſo careful to preſerye this Union of 
Parties, that the Government is alternate, one Prince muſt be a Roman Catho- 
lick, and che other a Proteſtant, as in the Biſhopricks of Hildieſßiem, Oſnabruck, 
and others; and if the Government it ſelf is ſo, I believe I nced nor ſearch the 
Hiſtory of thoſe places, ro Examine whether their Miniſters, Counſelors and 
Stateſmen are promiſcuous or alternate, as the Government. 

The late Duke of Ne#$ourg, being a Roman Catholick, came by Inheritance 
to the Government of the Palatinate, a Country wholly Proteſtant ; the old 
Prince being a Man of Temper and Policy, in his Speech io his Council, de- 
clar'd himſelf to this purpoſe, That he would make no Innovation in the Reli- 
gion of the. Country, nor make any Difference or Diſtinction of any of his 
Subjects upon the account of their Religion; whoever were Faithſul and 
Loyal to his Government, ſhould be <qual!y Entituled to his Services and 
Favour, and this promiſe he punctually obſerv's, to the ſatisfaction of all his 
Subjects, and the happineſs of his whole Country, and had his Son, the 
preſent Elector Palatine, thought fit to have mainrain'd the ſame Ballauce and 
Equality among kis Subjects, the Proteſtant Princes had not made ſuch loud 
complaints of the I; Factions of the Treaty of Munſter and ,Ryſwick, nor have 
been backward in che preſent Affairs of the Empire, for want of due ſatisſaction 
on thoſe Heads. 
In France we find Char les IX. employing promiſcuouſly the Hugonot Princes 
of the Houſe of Bo..rhons2, the King of Navarr, the Prince of Conde, Jaſper 
Coligni made High *drairal, the Prince of Conti Governor of Champaign, 
Mr. Le Deſguires Governor of Daaphine, and abundance of 77-goxots admitted 
into Places in the Courr, in the Parliament, and in the Finances. | 
Henry III. cemmicted himſelt to the Protection of the King of Navarr and 
the Hugonots, Yom the fatal Conſpiracies of the Catholick League, join'd the 
Roman Catholick Army to the Proteſtant, and as he found them both Zealous 
and Faithful to him, admitted them to all his Councils, | 
And when afterward that Prince was barbaroully Aſſaſſinated by a Facobine 
| Fryer, the Roman Catholick Princes and Army join d ſincerely with the Pro- 
teſtant, and ſcrv'd the Great Henry IV. tho' a Proteſtant againſt the Army of 
the League, tho' of their own Religion. "1 | 

Afterwards when Henry IV. turd Roman Catholick he maintain'd the ſame 

Communicationiof Favours to all Parties, and from the Peace at Yervins, which 


pur a final end to that War, and finiſh'd the Catholick League, to the Year 1682, 
When the preſent French King aboliſhd the Edict of Nantes, the Proteſtants 
were univerſally admitted into Governments, Places, Preferments and Employ- 


ments, even from the Preſence and Bed- Chambers of the Prince, thro' 8 
| | = nice 


Cf a G — 46 6 þ > 4 N 
. nnn . — - * — „ 


5 | | Peace without Union. 
niceſt: and moſt dangerous parts of the State, as the Parliament, Finances, 
Court, Armies and Flects. Among theſe Men we find the Marſhal De Biron, 
the Duke of Saxe Heymar, Monſieur Di Guebirant, Le Mareſchal de Marrillac, 

Monficur Fouguert, tife [4 naſe urenne, Monſicur du Queſne, and Count de Schom-- 
berg with innumerable others, who were mor only Employ'd, but were really the 
Pillars of the Houſe of Bourbonne, and the Raiſers of the French Power, to a 
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great part of irs preſent Greatneſs. Nor indeed can J ſuffer this part of the 
v that this ſeems to be the only Inſtance of a Nation 


Matter without a | , 
that has ſuppreſt one Party, for Eſtabliſhing another, on the bare Pretences of 
Religion, + | 210 | 

Durin 0 | 
ment 24 the Kings of France, the Romiſh Religion was the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and the Government was all in their Hands; neither were the Z7ugonots 
under any legal Ellabliſhment other than the Edict of Nav?s, all their Pow- 
er was broke at the Siege and taking of Roche, and they where wholly in the 
Hands of their Enemies, and yet the King of France all along thought fit ta 
employ them both in the Civil and Millitary Matters, till the the preſent King 
of France began to turn them out of all Publick Employments, in order to ex- 
tirpate them wholly from the Nation, as he has now. effectually brought te 


* 


als. ; „ | 
F If a like Extirpation of the Diſſenters in Fng/and is the real deſign, the re- 
moving them from all the Priviledges and Adyantages of their Native Country 
is the very belt ſtep they can take ro it: Nor is this the leaſt reaſon to make us 
believe that is in the Deſign, for ro what purpoſe elle ſhould this Gentleman 
bring ſo ſcandalous an Example on the Stage, I can find bur one of theſe two 
Reaſons poſſible to be given for it. 1. Either that as the French King began 
the Extirpating of the Proteſtants by firſt diſmiſſing them of all publick Em- 

ployments, ſo he would have ir to be here. Or, 2. that in all his Reading he 
could not find one Example in Hiſtory that would ſuit the preſent Caſe, and J 


think I way fairly challenge him to ſhew me any Nation in the World, that e- 


ver ſo far ſuppreſs d a part of their own Subjects as to deprive them of the Fa- 


vour of their Prince and the Truſt of Government, but with a deſign of either 
to perſccute or totally expel thnm. 


If this Learned Gentleman can think to convince us that thus to humble the 


Diſſenters by a Law, and to offer them the reſtraint he propoſes is the way to 


Peace at Home, he cannot at the fame time but ſuppoſe that the Diſſenters are 
very blind Ignorant People, 5 

Nor can he ſuppoſe that this will tend to the Peace which Her Majeſty has 
propoſed to us, Peace join d with Union, the French King has brought about 
the Deſtruction of the Proteſtants in France with a full Peace, but not with 
Union. Tis Con is the matter which as it is the Eſſence of Peace, ſo 'tis 
the only thing can make this Nation happy, and I would be glad to {ce how 
the leaſt Proſpect of an Union of Parties can be ſeen in the Scheme he hath 
drawn. | WE | 

Let us next examine the Government of Our Neighbours the Datch, where, 
if 1 miſtake not, the Calviniſis are the Eſtabliſld Church, yet have they no Teſt 
or Diſabling Laws; but as the Government, is Proteſtant the Roman Catholicks 
have their freedom; not by a limited, reſtrain d, precarious Tolleration, but 
by Native Light, and a Claim of Title, the States approve, and Confirm the 
Provincial and the Miſſions of the Pope, and the Roman Catholicks, enjoy 
the Liberties and Privileges of other Subjects, and ſerye in their Armies and 
Fleets with promiſcuous and unexceptioned Liberty. | 


Not 


all the time theſe Proteſtant Princes and Gentlemen were in Employ< 
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know no other Nation where the Roman Catholicks are Maſters, and 
that ever had any other Religion among them, but what ſtil] accepts the 
Services of their Subjects of whatſoever Religions. - In Spain, Italy, and 
Portugal, the Inquiſition has effectually Daman'd all Religions but their Own, 
and in this Caſe they are ſtill but Examples of what ſome People are wil- 
ling ſhould come to paſs here. Butvif we go back, even among the Spari- 
ard themſelves, in the Days of Philip the Second of Spain, the Nobility and 
Gentry of the 17 Provinces, had many of them Embrac'd the Proteſtant 
Religion, arid yet were continued in great Employments in the State, as the 
Prince of Orange, Count Horn, Count Rensen, and Multitudes of others: And 
tis Obſervable, that the Breach afterwards did not begin upon account of 
Diſmiſſing them their Employments, but upon a Deſign of rooting out the 
very Name of a Proteſtant from the Country, by bringing in the Inquiſition 
upon thoſe Provinces, which together with the Tyranny of the Duke D* Alva, 
was the Occaſion of the final Defection of the Provinces, and the Erecting 
the preſent Powerful State of the United Provinces. | | 
Theſe are the bleſſed Examples of latter Ages, when People have been 
Depriv'd of the Birth-right and Priviledges of Subjects, on meer Account 
of Opinions in Religion. One was a ſtep to the utter Extirpation of the 
Party ſo depriv'd, and the other drove them to all Extremities, and being 
joyn'd to other Intolerable Oppreſlions, caus'd a General Diſorder, made 
a vaſt Chaſm in the Government, and made a Civil War of 42 years, which 
ended in the Univerſal Revolt and alienation of the Seven Provinces. 
Let us now look back a little to our own Country, and deſire our Brethren of 


the Church of England to remember the Time when they were Diſſenters 


themſelves, whert they were obnoxious to, and ſeparated from the Eſtabliſh'd 


Church, they were not treated in this manner, no not by the Papiſts them- 
ſelves; in the days of King Henn the 8th. the Lord Crommel, Queen 
Ann, and abundance of the Nobility and Gentry were Proteſtants and Lol- 

ard, and yet continued in publick Truſt, and in the Services of their King 
and Country. | - 

And had not in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, the many reſtleſs Deſigns of 
Spain appear'd fo buſie, and the Engliſb Catholicks been ſo weak to Embroil 
themſelves with the State, and againſt her Perſon, they had continued in 
Employments and Places to the laſt; and 'twas Reaſon of State, and not 
of Religion, which oblig'd her to treat them ſo roughly. | 

Thus I think I have taken a ſhort view of Hiſtory, with Relation to this 


 Gentleman's advanc'd Maxim, That all wiſe Nations have thought it neceſſary, 


to preſerve the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs in the hands of Perſons of one aad 
"the ſame Perſwaſion in matters of Religion: which I think is fairly Con- 
futed ; if he thinks not, on a more narow ſearch, I ſhall be content to give 
him many more particulars of theſe things, the Places where, Time when 

done, and the Authors where the Accounts are to be found. | | 
S:rada, complaining of the Unreaſonableneſs of the Diſcontents of the 
Netherlanders, tells us, they had nothing to Complain of, for that tho they 
were Hereticks, they were admitted to the Favour of their Soveraign, equal- 
ly with the Catholicks; and were Employ'd by him in the greateſt Poſts of 

Truſt and Honour. | | . | 
From what part of the World now will this Learned Author pick out 
his Wiſe Nations, who thought it neceſſary to preſerve the Adminiſtration of 
Publick Affairs, in the Hands of Pe ſons of One and the ſame Perſwaſion in mat- 
ters of Religion? I ſhould think the World had been much more Oblig d to 
him, if in this Caſe he had been pleas'd to tell us who theſe wife Nati- 
| ens are, and I am perſwaded 'twil! appear when they are found they were 
| nog 
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not the wiſer for doing ſo, and that it never appear'd to be their Intereſt to 


attcmpt it. | 1 N 
I am led now to his Second Aflertion, viz. / Here- ever a National 
Church hath been Eſtabliſhed by As of Oniformity, as in this Kingdom, the 
wiſe Legiſlators have generally Eſtabliſld* ſome Teſt, Kc. 


t is very hard a Gentleman of this Author's Quality and Learning ſhould. 


have the Misfortune to lay down but two Fundamentals as the Plat- form of 
his whole Diſcourſe, and at the ſame time Dedicate them to his Soveraign,and 
be miſtaken in both. | 

Sure this Gentleman could not Imagine that things fo remote from the 
knowledge of any Hiſtorian, could do any thing elſe than cauſe them that 
had read Books to look back into Hiſtory, to find the time when theſe 
Teſts and other Securitics were Eſtabliſh'd. | 

If *twas Expected that theſe things ſhould be taken upon Truſt, as Me-- 


chants pay Bills for the Honour of the Drawer, I am forry that Gentleman 


could forget that theſe Ages of Faith are at an End, and People are not fo 
willing to believe*one another as they uſed to be; and ſince there are ſo ma- 
ny among us, who are willing to Impoſe upon the Credulity of others, 


People are grown more Incredulous, and no Man of Honeſty now thinks it 


below him to lay down Proofs of what he ſays, nor takes it Unkindly 
that he is not believ'd upon his parole, ſince where Demonſtrations are to 


be had, 'tis as eaſy to give them as to let them alone; and where they are 


not, no Wiſe Man will be poſitive. | | 

Indeed there is One way for this Gentleman to bring himſelf off jn this 
Caſe, and that is finely couch'd in the manner of his wording theSecond 
General Head of this Argument; whether tis Contriv'd on purpoſe or no, 


will not pretend to Determine : Where-ever a National Church, ſays he, hath 


been Eſtabliſp d by AFs of Oniformity, as in this Kingdom, the wiſe Legiſlators 


have generally Eſtabliſh'd ſome Teſt, &c. This may be true, and yet no Teſt 


but ours be Eſtabliſh'd in the World, becauſe no National Church in the 
World hath been Eſtabliſh'd by Acts of Uniformity, as in this Kingdom. 
If this be the meaning of our Author, he has room to come off indeed, 
and I am very willing he ſhould come off thus, for I am fully perſwaded 
he can ſhew us no National Church in the World Eſtabliſh'd by Acts of 
Uniformity, as in England, nor no Teſt or excluſive Conditions, where a 
Religion is Tollerated in a Nation, but the Profeſſors of it Excluded from 
all Truſt or Employment in the Country. 1 | | 
In Hi and Italy, there is an Fſtabliſh'd Uniform Church, but there is 
no Teſt of admiſſion ; a Man not only muſt be a Papiſt, but exactly, nicely, 
and conſtantly adhere to every tittle, as the Prieſts direct ; the whole Religi- 
on of the Country is the Teſt, and then 'tis not a Teſt of qualification, but 
of Lite, Eſtate, and abiding in the Place: Witneſs the carrying the Count 
IY'ortu ini and his Lady, and ſeveral of his Domeſticks, lately to the Pri- 
{on of the Inquiſition in Roe, for only favouring ſome Opinions which the 
Prieſts did not think Catholick. WW 
In France, total Conformity to the National Fſtabliſh'd Church is abſo- 
Intely Requir'd, on pain of Baniſhment, Confifcation, and D-ath. If this be 
Vouch'd as a proper Teſt, I Commend the Practice to our Author from the 
Goodneſs of the Example; and tis my Opinion he may with as much eaſe 


defend the ſending all the Diſſenters out of the Nation, and Condemn their 


Miniſters to the Gallows and Gallies, that is to go fo work with then the 


ſhorteſt way, as he may Defend the (aſe he has undertaken. at leaſt T am ſatisfied 


he may find more Precedents in Hiſtory among the Wiſe Nations he ſpeaks of. 
After this unhappy Ground Plot laid, what wretched Fabrick are we 


to. 


. „ 


/ 
t 
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to Expect! Conſequences are always juſt to their Cauſcs, wrong Concluſions 


muſt jollow where wrong Premiſes are laid down. 


| 8 . 8 

From having firſt Deriv'd the Cauſe of this Bill, from the practice of 
ſome wiſe Nations in Nubibus, not pleaſing to tell us who they are, this Gen- 
tleman defcends to Defend the Letter of the late Law, and advances to the 
World that it is no breach of the Toleration AR. | 

Initcad of a Reply, I ſhall here take the freedom to tell him a ſhort ſtory. 
«Two Gentlemen of Quality in the French Court, falling out, prepar'd to De- 
* cide their Controverſy by the Sword. But Notice having been given of 
their Intentions, the King of France, who has been particularly ſevere upon 
his Subjects upon the Point of Duelling, ſends to one of theſe Gentlemen his 
repeated Prohibition to fight, aſſuring him that if he Dar'd to Tranſgreſs his 
Command, he would ſhew him no Mercy; but being again Inform'd, that, on 


« ſome freſh Inſults from his Ad verſary, he had reſolv d to meet him ; the King 
Ordered this Gentleman to be taken up, and to give Security that he would 


« not Engage. | | 
The other Gentleman had fo little Government of himſelf, as ſtill to In- 
« ſult him, upon which he gave him this Anſwer, Sir, If you pleaſe to obtain a 


Licence for me to Diſpoſe of my Eſtate to my Family, Lle fight you, tho“! 


am ſure to be hang'd. | | 3 | 
The Application of the ſtory in ſhort, is thus, tis Eaſy to advance an Ar- 
gument under the favour of Power, which he that anſwers mult do it at the 
hazard of the too Mighty Diſpleaſure of the State: but Vile make my Author 
this fair offer. „„ 3 | 
As to what is doing in the Houſe, I neither know, nor meddle; but if he 
will pleaſe to Obtain for me by Authority the Liberty of Speech, in this 


Particular, I am Content to accept it, upon this Condition, That if I do not 


prove the Late Bill to be directly contrary both to the Act of Toleration, 


and of it ſelf Deſtructive of Liberty of Conſcience, and oppoſite to the Ex- 
preſs words of the Preamble, which ſays, that Perſecution for Conſcience is 


Contrary to the profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Doctrine of the 
Church of Ergland, That then I may be ſtigmatiz d for a Coxcomb, and 
baniſh'd the World as an Incendiary and Common Diſturber. 


* 


Can any Man pretend to ſay, that the Diſſenters may Enjoy their Liberty 
of Conſcience, if they will be Contented with it? I humbly preſume to affirm, 


there is not one Diſſenter who is not Contented with liberty of Conſcience, if 


there be, the whole Body of Diſſenters will readily Diſown him. And if the 
Government would put the Diflenters to the Tryal any way, but what may 
infringe their Liberties as Ezeliſh men, and their Conſciences as Chriſtians, I 
doubt not but they would preſently Determine it to the Satisfaction ofthe 
World and their Own juſt Vindication, | 

am forry to be reſtrained here from the juſt recriminations which this U- 
ſage of the Diſſenters puts into my Month, by which I believe I could eaſi- 
iy lay Open the Secret Drift and Deſign of ſome Gentlemen in pleading 
for ſuch a Bill - But I cannot refrain making ſome Obſervations of the 
Manner of their Management. | 

And to begin with the Geytleman before me, who has put forth all his Power 
of Elequence, in which he is known to abaund, to gild over the Poyſon of 


his Principle with the ſhining Article of Peace. 


So, Sir, the French King enjoys Peace, all his Hugonot Subjects being ba- 
niſhed or oppreſs'd, their Miniſters working at the Oar, under the Roman 
Guardians, fpurr'd on by the Zealots of the Church. 

Is it Peace that you ſeek, Sir, by Depriving your Brethren of their Birth- 


right 


Peace without Union - | : 
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right? And that not becauſe they cannot Conform to you, but becauſe they 
can. It may be Peace, Sir, French Peace, but where's the Union? where's 
the Conjunction of hearts and hands that are fo requiſite, and which her 
Majeſty preſſes ſo Earneſtly in a time of Tie Nation's Difficulty ; and the 
terrible Succeſſes of a growing Enemy? Can you ſuppoſe the Diſlenters to 
be men of ſo much ſelf-Denyal, that they can firſt be thus us'd, and then U- 
nite with you heart and hand in the Great Work of the publick Detence? If 
you can, you mult allow them to be better Chriſtians, than you ſeem to be- 
lieve of them, and will find it very difficult to make out another Poſition 
of yours, that the Government cannot be ſafe while they are concern'd in it. 
And why not ſafe 2 Dare you bring your Loyalty to the Teſt with Theirs? 
Have they rebell'd againſt Governments, or ruin'd their Governours, any 


oftner than the Men of the Church? you have been fairly Challeng'd to the 


Enquiry, and to come to a Ballance about Loyalty, and your own know- 


| ledge tells you, that the Loyalty of both Church-men and Diſſenters ſtands 


upon an Equal foot. C- | £1 
You have as often been told, that the miſs managements of the Late Reign, 


of which ſuch loud Complaints are made, and about which ſuch pains have 
been taken, let it lye where it will, cannot lye at the Door of the Diſſenters; 
you can name but two known Diſſenters that were in any Conſiderable poſt 
of Truſt in all that Government, and after all the retroſpect of Miſs- ma- 
nagement, and all the Care which has been taken to Caſt the Reproaches of 
ill Conduct and Unfaithfulneſs upon them, they both dyed in the Service of 


their Country, and left behind them a ſpotleſs Character, an unblemiſh'd 


Honeſty, and even their Enemies will allow that two better Officers in their 


ſtations the Government never had; and I am far from being aſham'd of their 


Names, match them if you can, They were Thomas Papilion, and Mordecai 
Abbot, one in the Victualling Office, the other in the Exchequer. 
I do not find among all the black Roll of the Nation's Thieves, One Diſſen 
ting Thief, I make no queſtion but if they were to be found out we ſhovld long 
ſince have heard of them. „ | 
We have lent Our Money to the Government, loſt Our Money by the 
Goverment, but we have got nothing from the Goverment, but in Common 
with the reſt. 2 EE. : | 
Not, Gentlemen, but that we may have Knaves among us as well as you; but 
I believe we may make the Church of England this fair offer, that if they 
pleaſe to make good Our Loſſes by their Church Knaves, we are very free 
to come to an Account, and refund all that can be Charg d upon Our Diſſent- 


ing Knaves. But till they accept this, let me ſay the Frauds and Miſmanage- 


ment of Affairs lyes among ye, Gentlemen, we have had but a very ſmall 


ſhare in them. | 


In ſhort, no Betrayers of the Nation's Secrets, no Correſponders with the 
Nation's Enemies, no Falſe Endorſers of Exchequer Bills, no Counter- 
feiters of the Royal ——- No Commiſſioners without Accounts, No 
pay-Maſters without Vouchers, or Treaſurers without Caſh, are to be found 
among us: what then have we done, that you Sir ſhould Miſrepreſent us to the 
Nation as Enemies to the publick Safety, and urge the Neceſſity of this Bil! 
for the publick preſervarion ? | | 3 

If this is to be brought upon us as a puniſhment, where is Our Crime ? if 
Our Crime is as you alledge, we Claim to be heard. | 
What the Houſe of Commons pleaſe to do I have nothing to ſay to, and 
am not now Treating with you as a Member of that Houſe. But ſince 


you have rank'd your ſelf with the Authors, and come among thoſe who aj- 
| pea! 
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9 
peal to the People, it is, Sir, in your Serilling Capacity that I a2 Concern d | 4 
with you and no other. 5 | 
Il wonder that a Man of your Judgment ſhould put a Title of Peace af home 
upon a Book ſo contrary to the Title it bears. - | 
You tell us the Diſſenters, are ſtrugling for Dominion and Power. I tel! vou 
no, Sir, They are ſtrugling againſt Dominion and Power. As to their Beſi- 
ring a Power to Deſtroy the Eſtablith'd Church, 1 think tis ungratciully 
offered, ſince they ſo lately gave a Demonſtration to all the World, that they 
choſe the hazard of being Deſtroy'd with the Eſtabliſhd Church, rather 
than to let the Eftabliſh'd Church be Deſtroy d, tho it might have been 
done without their having any hand in it. 
And if you are Ignorant of the Time, I may put you in mind that in K. 
4 James's Reign, when Our Liberty was given us Gratis, and offer'd to be Con- 
J tinued upon Extraordinary Terms too, nay and tis Eaſy to prove it was the 
| Intereſt of the Court at that time to continue it. Theſe ſcandalous fellows, Sir, 
that are not now fit to be truſted with ſetting a Drunkard in the Stocks, 
were follicited on all hands to Joyn with you in bringing to paſs the Revo- 
lution, what fine things, what Union, what Temper was then promis'd us? 4 
And what more might we have obtain'd, if we had Capitulated for it? but il 
we took you at your words, Condition'd for nothing but a Toleration, choſe _ | 
| to live and dye with you, join'd heart and hand to re-eſtabliſh this Church of 1 
. yours which was then at the brink of Deſtruction and yet we are the | 


Men who wou'd Deſtroy this Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
__ What innumerable Reproaches have we daily from a Party of Men, who if 1 
v had ſaid the word, had been no Party. But from a man of your Judgment, | 
Sir, of your Learning and your wonderful Piety, this is a moſt ſtrange | 
thing, andI exceedingly admire how you came to forget your ſelf. | 
But, Sir, ſince you are pleas'd to Embark your Pen in this Cauſe, and Un- 
dertake to prove the Diſſenters a people who ought to be reſtrained, of 
whom it would be abſolutely neceſſary to make Laws to keep them out of the 
Government, and all branches of the Adminiſtration. I think you fo far Ob- 
lig'd in honour to accept a fair Invitation, ia which you ſhalk not want ſome 
more able head than mine, either by Pen and Int, or by Conference, to make out 
theſe few heads. | | 


1. That a Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity is not a Repeal in Part of 
the Act of Toleration. | a 


2. That there is a Neceſſity of ſuch a Bill for the ſafety and preſerva- 
tion of the Church. | 


That the Church is in any Danger of being Deſtroy'd by the Dif- 
ſenters. „ | 
That any thing like this has been the practice of Nations abroad, Ex- 
5 | cept where the Defign has been the Extirpation of the Party. 
1 5. How this can be a Means to that Union which her Majeſty Invites 
the Nation to. 3D 
6. Who are the Queen's beſt Sübjects, and who moſt purſue her real 75 I! 
Intcrelt, they who puſh theſe Extremities at ſo Unſeaſonable a time | i} 
as this; Or they who labour for Peace and Union, in Obedience to | 
the Command of their Soveraisn. / ES. | 
| Come now to the Qneſtions he asks upon the whole Matter, after ha- 
: ving been pleas'd to Satyrize upon the Miſtakes, as he pleaſes to call them, 
1 which thoſe perſons fell into, who Argued againſt the Bill, which I ſup- 
F poſe I may fay without Injury to him is, to be nnderſtood of the Lords ap- 
pointed to Mannage the Conference * this head. where 'twas alledg'd _ 
| the 
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man upon that Head. As to his canvaſing the Reaſons given by the Lords 


_— — — — 


the Diſſenters were not Schiſmaticks, that Occaſt, onal Conf: TE ty was not a Nen 7, 1. 
an Old Invention, that a Difference Ought to be put b:tween Going t Hobi 
and a Proteſtant Meeting, and the Greatneſs of the Penalty exceeding the price vl 
going to Maſs, and the like. Theſe are not the Queſtions, ſays this Gentle- 
man; but this is the proper Queſtion before us, in ſhort, Whether it be Con- 


ſiſtent with the Safety of the Eſtabliſp d eee either in Church or State, 


with the Wiſdom of the Engliſh Nation, with the Pradice of any wiſe Goverment 
in the World, or with the ſure Intent and Meaning of the Teft AF, to admit in- 


to publick Offices and _—_— any perſons who are not ſincere Members of 


the National Church. 
Theſe Queſtions are as fit as they are eaſy to Anſwer, and therefore! ſhall 


Contract my Reply, always promiſing this Gentleman a fuller Explicatory, 


if not Satistactory Solution of theſe Difficulties on Demand. 

I muſt give a General Anſwer to the firſt Head of Queſtions in the affir- 
mative : 1 do thinkit Conſiſtent with all theſe Points, that the Employments 
and Publick Offices of the Government may be Committed to Men of Ho- 
neſty, Integrity and Capacity, whatſoever their Opinions concerning mat- 
ters of Religion may be. 


Truly, Gentlemen, it theſe Publick Employments were to be in the Hands 


of none but Men of Principles, Men of Conſcience and Religion, I ſhould 
be in great Pain for ſome Gentlemen in Office, who are meer Occaſional 
Conformiſts : Indeed, who never took a Sacrament any where till it be- 
came Neceſſary as a Qualification, and who have ſo much Honeſty as to 


. own they know little of the Matter, and don't trouble their Heads about 


it, who are of any Church ; and as for Religion i in general, have no man- 
ner of Occaſion for it. , 
Theſe Gentlemen are ſafe, no Clauſe i in the Bill can touch them; Atheiſm 


was never charg d as an Enemy to the Church and State, tis not the Men 


of no Religion, but the Men of too much Religion we are afraid of. 


But to the Queſtion, It may be ſafe to Commit the Truſt of Publick 


Employments to Men of Different Opinions in Religion. 

I. r | an of Differing Opinions may be Honeſt, and it cannot be 
unſafe to Truſt an Honeſt Man, whatever his Opinions be in Matters of Re- 
ligion; now if this Gentleman will tell us, that a Diffenter cannot be an 
Honeſt Man, then let us tell Noſes, and ſee who have the moſt Knaves the 


Church or the Diſſenters. 


2. Becauſe it has been done without Danger, both here and ond ; and 
is done to this day among all the wiſe Nations he ſpeaks of. Except as 
before Excepted. 

But TI own here does lye One Negative againſt me, and that is, abon: 


its being Inconſiſtent with the Defign 1 of the Teſt and Corporation Acts; and 


there I acknowledge him to be in the right: but then I muſt add, that thoſe 
Acts themſelves lye Crowded with ſuch juſt Obj:&ions of Parties, private 
Intereſts, and Principles deſtructive to the true Intereſt of the Proteſtanr 


Religion, and the Nation in General, as I am perſwaded this Gentlemen, 


with all his skill is not able to Defend. | 
If this Bill does more fully Anſwer the End of the Teſt, and Corporation 


Bill, if any thing in thoſe Acts are to be prov'd Unchriſti: n and Unreaſo- | 


nable. tis but little for the Reputation of this Cafe, that it tends to fulſil 
thoſe Deſigns for which they were Dciign'd, but fell ſhort. 

To juſtiſie the Rea ſonableneſs of this Bill. tis alledg'd, That the Church 
cannot be ſafe without it. I would be glad to joyn iſſue with this Gentle 
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jaſt Seſſion, Ido not meddle with it, as a thing too long for this Tract; at the 

ſame time aſſuring h im, it is not but that thoſe Reaſons arc caſily to be Defended. 

But the proper Work before me, is to bring it to this ſhort Head, the 

Pains are Extraordinary which are taken to poſſeſs People's Minds, that the 
Church is in danger from the Diſſenters, and cannot be ſecur'd but by this 

Bill. And why in ſuch danger from the Ditlenters? Our Auther owns they 

are ſurrounded with Deiſts, Papiſts, Socinians, and Occaſional Conformiſts, 

„ and I could add with Atheiſts too, and yet all theſe, the Papiſt excepted, are 
4 Occaſional Confor miſts alſo, but no Law is requir d againft them. By his Rule 


| to Atheiſts, Socimians, Arians, Deiſts, and Hereticks, with which the Church 
L of England now abounds; all theſe, tho Enemies to the very Being of Reli- 
5 gion, may come to the Communion for a place, Occaſionally Conform, and 
return to their ridiculing all Religion, bantering the Trinity, and blaſpheming 
cur Saviour's Divinity, and ſtill by his Rule the Church is in no danger, but 
theſe may be truſted in higheſt Places of the Government with ſafety. But a 
3 Man that in his Opinion diſſents in ſome Points of Religion, but can con- 
i form in part, tho' he be Conſcientious, tho' he be never ſo Religions, this 
is a Dangerous Man, and it cannot be ſafe for the Church to have ſuch a 

Man employ'd. - 95 | | 
To what a ſtrange paſs will this Gentleman bring the Church of England, 
and what a Scandal will he bring upon the Foundation ſhe ſtands upon, 
that ſhe way be ſerv'd by Knaves, but dare not truſt Honeſt Men, that Men 
5 of no Religion are fit enough for her Employments, but Men of Charity and 
Conſcience are not. = | | X 


If any 'Man ask me now, whether I am pleading for Occaſional Confor- 


of for a mere Qualification, I abhor. both the Practices and the Perſons. 
But this Law is not at all the more to be juſtified from the Unjuſtifia- 
| bleneſs of that pradtce, becauſe this deprives thoſe Men of a juſt Liberty, 
u hole Conſciences by the Toleration Act have that very thing allow'd 
# them, which now will be reſtrain'd, and in that matter if in no other is an 
- Intra&tion of that Act. | | 
The Toleration Bill ſays, that the Penalties of certain Laws are taken off 
from the Diſſenters, on Accounts of their not Conforming; here are new 
Penalries putting on, upon ſome that can Conform in part, becauſe they 
cannot conform wholly. | 5 
But ſays this Gentleman, they may then quit the Offices, and then there 
js no Perſecution. To which I Anfivcr, to be forc'd to do it, is puniſnment, and 
puniſhment is Perſecution. | 
___ *F'is not the Queſtion whether a Diſſenter can juſtifi* his Occaſional Con- 
formity to his own Conſcience, but whether he can juſtiſie it to the Law; 
ir he can do the laſt, then is the caſe no Crime; and to have a Law made 
aciinſt that which is no Crime, is what this Gentleman has not yet under- 
taken to meddle with. | | 5 
The whole ſtrain of this Argument, and which this Gentleman lays a very 
Treat ſtreſs on, is, That the Diflenters are Enemies to the Eftablith'd Church, and 
therefore tig not ſafe any part of the Adminiſtration of Publick affairs ſnould 
be in their Hands. : | 
That this is the ſpecious Pretence, is very plain; but as I have already no- 
ted, this is a Foundation wrong laid, and can never be prov'd, nor made 
Gut; and if theſe Gentlemen would come to a fair Examination of Cir- 
cumſtances, they couid not prove that they have any juſt Grounds for it. 


; As 


Men of no Religion may be admitted to Conform for a Place, and then Relapſe 


mity, I freely Anſwer no, nor doI approve of it in it ſelf, but when made uſe | 


* 
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As to principles of Rebellion, and Enmity to Monarchies, and to the 
Jus Divinum of the Crown, how often have the Church been challeng'd to 
come to a Ballance of Loyalty with the Diflenters, nay tho we were to 
thro' in all they can ſay of the Days of 41 into the Scale. 

Even this Gentleman Owns, Fol. 9. what I athrm, they are his own words 
and deſerve remark. The Beſt of the Diſſenters deſire not Power and Dominion, bis 
Liberty of Conſcience and Exemption from penal Laws. Say you fo, Sir, then 
wat Occafion of the Law, if your next words which are theſe are true 2 

' The Irue Members of the Church, Deſire no more than to ſee the Adminiſtrati- 
on of publick Aﬀairs in the hanas of ſuch as are well Mected to the Eftabliſh'd 
Crovernment. | | | 1 = | 

Now to bring theſe two together, thoſe Diſſenters who Deſire not Power 
and Dominion, cannot be Unſafe in the Eſtabliſnd Government; why 
then thou'd the Church be ſo eager to ſhut them out of the Adminiſtration? 
This Argument lyes Dire&ly againſt him. 

As to the Teſt Act, I wiſh this Gentleman, who ſo often brings it in as a thing 
ſo Sacred, ſo Eſſential to the Churches ſafety, and ſo needful to be enforc'd, 
wou'd have been plcasd to have Undertaken the Defence of the Morality 
of that Act in its own Nature, and a little Examin'd the Method of pro- 
curing it, and the Deſign of the Reigning Parties of thoſe days; let him tell 
us whether that Act was made meerly to ſecure the Church, or whether 
thoſe people who honeſtly meant the ſecurity of the Church, were not 
acted by another ſecret Party, who only deſign d to uphold the Diviſion be- 
tween the Church and the Difſenters, in order at laſt to Deſtroy both. Let him 
tell us if he can from what principle, or in what Nation but ours, Divine and 
;-facred Ordinances are Expos'd as the Teſt or Qualification for Secular Intereſt, 
and be made the Hand-maid of Parties, the Badge of a States-Man, and a 
Mark of Diſtinction. 5 | | 

Let him tell us what Unaccountable Prophanation of thoſe facred Inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſt Feſus have been Occaſion d by Compelling and Obliging ſuch 
to receive the Sacrament, who had no more Religion than a horſe, and who 
made a jeſt of the Matter, whoſe practice amounts only to that of Retclifts 
Souldier. | | 
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To be Godly a while, and then as ye were. | : 0 


Let him defend the Policy of that Act too if he can. Let him tell me, 
if Mens honeſty rather than their Opinions of Indifferent things in Re— 
ligion, is not the more needful point to be cxamin d as to Employments in 

the State, for here a Knave ſhall be employ'd if he will take the Teſt, and the 
more Knave he is, the leſs he will Scruple it. But the honeſt man ſhall be ſhut 1 
out, becauſe his conſcience permits him not to comply. oe ; 

It the Nature, the Morality, or the Policy of that Act cannot be 5 

defended, then all the Arguments drawn from that Act fall to the Ground, Ky 
and then I think his three great Foundations anſwer'd and overthrown. EE 

1. I believe to have prov'd, That wiſe Nations in all Ages have thought 5 

fit to entruſt the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs in the hands of perſons. 
of different Perſwaſions in Matters of Religion. . 
2. That uſeful and Honeſt Men may ſafely be employ'd, of whatſoever 
Perſwation or Opinion as to Religion, and Knaves are Unſafe of any Opinion. 
3. That no National Church in the World excludes out of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of publick Affairs any perſons of ſuch Opinions as by Law at the ſame 
time are Tolerated in the Nation. 5 | 

To Tolerate a Religion or Opinion, and yet Count the Profeſſors of it 

| . Intole- 
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Intolerable in the State, ſcems to have ſuch an Incongruiy of Circumſtances as 
no Nation in the World can Parallel. In Holland the National Church are 


Calvini(ts, yet the Remonſtrants and the Roman Catholicks are Tollerated. Bur 


let this Gentleman tell us how many more Ca/vini/ts than Remonſtrants are 
among the Burghers of Amſterdam e If Tam rightly inform'd, the Council of the 
Town are above two thirds of the Diſſenting Remonſtrants, and in their Ar- 
mies and Fleets the Roman Catholicks are equally Advanc'd, are equally capa- 


ble of Serving, and have Commiſſions granted them without any Teſt, Quali- 


fication, or other Obligation, than an Oath of Fidelity to the State, which in all 
Countries is eſteemed a ſufficient Tye to an honeſt Man. . 

In Scotland, where ſo much out- cry of Perſecution is made, tho' with ſo 
little reaſon, the National Church is Preslyterian, yet almoſt all the Offices 
and Adminiſtration is in the Hands of the Hyiſcopal Diſſenters, without any 
Teſt or other Quallification, than their Oaths of Allegiance to the Queen, and 


* 


Recognition the Goverment. | 
Upon the whole 'tis plain the Deſign at leaſt of rhis Author ſecins to be 


not to keep Men out of the Government for being Knaves, but for being Diſs 
{enters ; for by this Law he that will take the Sacrarnent, and go to a Meer- 
ing, ſhall not be fir for a Place of Truſt; but he that will go from the Sacra- 
ment to a Bawdy-Houſe, remains as well Qualified as before. | 


A Diſſenter tho? of never ſo much Honeſty and Principles ſhall be made un- 


capable of the Service of his Country, and rendred ſuſpected to the Govern- 
ment, while a Man of no Principles at all, that will take a Sacrament in the 
Morning, be Drunk and Swear at the Preiſt that gave it him in the Afternoon, 
that will Blaſpheme God, Banter Religion, Buffoon' the Face of the Govern- 
ment, be as Leud and Irreligious as the Father of Miſchief can make him, is 
ſuffred to enjoy all the Advantages of Office, Government and Adminiſtration, 
and with- held from nothing that's Wicked, the Scandalous Crime of a Meetings 
Houſe only excepted. | es ff.. 
There is really ſomething Myſterious in this, ſomething odd and unaccount- 


able, and unleſs the Gentlemen who are for this Bill can give ſome better Rea- 


ſons for it than Sir Zumphery has thought fit to make Publick, I ſee nothing 


yet advanc'd but what is ſo eaſy to be Anſwer d, that I wonder to ſee him of- 
fer things ſo Abſurd. | | 


His being ſenſible of this I am perſwaded was the Birth of his Poſt-ſcript; 
in which he tells us, That he does not from thence conclude, that ſo Wiſe and ſo 
Great an Aſſembly are not able to Amend their own Bill, and to order it ſo as the 
paſſing ſuch a Bill may neither be a Snare to the Church-man, nor -a Prejudice to 
the Diſſenters, ſuch a Bill as will not Deſtroy but Preſerve our Religion, Laws and 
Liberties, and evermore Eſtabliſh Peace and Unity amongſt us, and ſettle our Con- 
ſtitution upon a ſure and laſting Foundation. 20 1 

This is fine Language, and like Sir om aj who all Men know is Maſter 

But let us examine a little the 
Signification of this, and certainly never were ſo many Words put together to 
lets purpoſe as to the Argument in Hand; Nay, ſo unhappily is this Poſt- ſcript 
brought in at the Cloſe, that 'tis as it were a ſaying the whole Book back- 
ward like a Witches Prayers, tis unravelling all the Thread of the former 
Diſcourſe. | | „„ | . | 

Tf the Parliament can make ſuchAmendments to their Bill as ſhall make ir n 
Sware to the Church-man, nor Prejudice to the Diſſenter, why, then it ſeems plain 
that till 'tis amended it is even in this Gentleman's Opinion, both a Snare to one, 
and a Prejudice to the other. If they can make it ſuch a Bill as will zor Ceſtroy, 
but Preſerve our Religion, Laws and Liberties, it ſhould ſeem by Sir Humphery's 


own Words, that as yet 'tis a thing that wi// deſtroy them all. If the Com- 


mons by amending this Bill may bring it to be a means of F/tabliſhing Feace and 
Union amonz us, tis a Natural Inference to ſay, that without ſuch Amendments 


it will not Eſtabliſh Peace and Unity among us. 
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will not pretend to diſpute the Power of the Houſe of Commons, to alter 
or amend any of their own, Bills, tis without Queſtion their Native Right; 
but whether they can ſo amend tlieir Bill, as to bring it to be no Snare to the 
Church, no Prejudice to the Diſſenters, a Preſervation to our Religion, Laws 
and Liberties, and an Eſtabliſhment of Peace and Union among us. TI will not 
determine, but J ani perſwaded whenever tis fo amended, as to be capable of 
all thoſe good Ends, no Diſſenter in the Nation will be unwilling it ſhould 
paſs; and till it is, no honeſt Man can wiſh it ſhould. 


The CONCLUSION. 


J Cannot diſmiſs this Diſcourſe without putting my Author in Mind of the 
Infant State of the Eng/iſh Church, in the Days of Henry the Eighth, - 
theſe were the Churches Days of ſuffering, which moſt People are willing to 
forget, Theſe Parſons forget that ever they were Clerks. The Hiſtory of the Re- 
formation of England would put them in Mind, what Oppoſition they made 
to the ſix Articles, how they complain d of the ill Uſage of the Government, 
and how: they themſelves were than treatel. . 
.+:Firſt; they tell us the King was impoſs'd upon, and abuſed by the Biſhops, 
audi other wicked Counſellors, to form the ſix Articles to deſtroy the growrh 
of the Reformation, and it may be worth while to obſerve in what Terms they 


——— 


were repreſented to tlie King. ä | | 3 
The Biſhop of Mincheſter in particular, firſt took care ro fill the King's Head 
with Fears of Civil Tumults and Commorions, a thing it ſeems the King was 
naturally very uneaſy about, having, as he thought, made the People verx 
much out of Temper by his diſſolving the Religions Houſ es 
| Popery was now the Eſtabliſh'd National Church, büt the Nation was fall of Dif. . 
— ſenters, that & Proteſtants ; ſuch-as now ate Call'd of rhe Church of England, the Mem- 
. bers of the Eſtabliſh'd Church believing, or at leaſt pretending that they were not ſaſfe, 
nor could not be fecur'd, till more Laws were made for the Security of the Church, 
put the King upon theſe ſix Bloody Articles. The very Wards: Which are Recorded 
of the Biſhop of M/ inc heſter in this Caſe, are the very ſame made Uſe of by the preſent 
Gentleman againſt rhe Diſſenters, viz. He beſoughe the King for his own Safe-guard, and. 
tbe Safety, Quiet and Tranquility of the Kingdem, to be Careful, Sharp and Severe againſt the 
Seftaries and Sacramentaries, Acts a Mon. Vol. 2. Fol. 41. 1 would only deſire this 
Gentleman to reflect a little, who theſe Secfaries and Sacramentarics were? Truly 
no body, but your own dear Loyal Church, who are jult Treating ſome People with the 
very ſame Terms, and Names of Diſtinction, which they in Contempt were treated 
with by their Enemies, the Papiſts. All the Uſe 1 ſhall make of it is to tell them it is a 
little Unkind ; tis not according to the Golden Rule of doing as they would be done by: 
Tis not a very honourable way of Proceeding, to cry out of the hardſhip of that 
Uſage when impoſed upon them, and make Apologies for the Moderation of it, when 
you want to impoſe it upon others. 

When theſe ſix Articles were in Agitation in the Houſe of Lords, Archbiſhop Cran- 
mer was the only Man, who had the Courage to withſtand the Current of the Times, 
which he did with ſo much carneſt Zeal, that the King commanded him to £0 our of 

the Houſe, which yet he Modeſtly refulcd ro do, pleading, tho” in a very humble 
manner his Privilege, and continued, tho” in vain to oppolc it; and had Certainly 
_ overthrown the Articles, ſays the Author aforeſaid, NM Pars Major Viciſſet ut ſepe 
let Meliorem, Fox. Act. Mon. Vol. 2. Fol. 413. | | | 
his was the proceeding againſt Sectarian Schiſmatical Church of England, Diſſen- 
ters of thote Days; I leave the Gentlemen of the Church to reflect a little, whether 
now they come to be the Eſtabliſh'd National Church, they Treat the Diſſenters under 
them, as they would be Treated ; whether we have not the ſame Nauſe to think our 
{{lyes ill Treated, as they had in thoſe Times; and whether indeed the Cale is not 
harder with us, than it Was with them, for that our Difference is about indifferent 
Things, theirs about Eſſential Catholick Points. . | 
This Story ſerves not to reflect upon the Church, but to defire ſome Gentlemen of 
che Chutch to reflect a little upon themſelves ; how they were uſed, when they were 
counted the Schilmaticks and Sectaries; and how hard they thought themſelves uſed, 
when Laws were made againſt them, on pretence of the Safety and $:carity of the Na. 
tional Church, „ | | | | 
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